CAG VISITING RESEARCH PROFESSORSHIP {#s1}
===================================

The Canadian Association of Gastroenterology (CAG) Visiting Research Professorship is offered annually to a member of CAG who is a proven teacher and an outstanding researcher. The Visiting Research Professor is asked to visit at least six sites (typically academic centres) across the country from July 1st to June 30th. The CAG supports the cost of the air travel for the Visiting Research Professor, while the host sites are responsible for costs of local travel, accommodation, meals and any honorarium.

Announcing the 2017--2018 CAG Visiting Research Professor: Dr. Elena Verdu {#s2}
--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Dr. Verdu is an associate professor and director of the Axenic Gnotobiotic Unit at McMaster University and president of the North American Society for the Study of Celiac Disease. She has had a long-standing interest in the pathophysiology of inflammatory and functional gastrointestinal disorders, with particular focus on host-microbial and dietary interactions. She graduated from the University of Buenos Aires and trained in Internal Medicine and Gastroenterology in Buenos Aires. Later, Dr. Verdu undertook clinical research training at the University of Lausanne, Switzerland, where she studied the interaction between chronic infection with Helicobacter pylori and gastritis in humans and its treatment with probiotic bacteria. Her PhD studies in the Institute of Microbiology and Gnotobiology at the Czech Academy of Science focused on the effect of bacterial antigens in animal models of inflammatory bowel disease. As a postdoctoral fellow at McMaster University, she gained further experience with animal models of gut functional diseases and investigated the mechanisms of action of probiotic bacteria.

Dr. Verdu currently investigates dietary-microbe interactions in the context of gut inflammatory conditions, such as celiac disease and inflammatory bowel disease.

The following are potential topics of presentations:

-   adjunct therapies for the treatment of celiac disease,

-   role of dietary-microbe interactions in the pathogenesis of food sensitivities,

-   new developments in celiac disease and non-celiac wheat sensitivity.

Thanks to the 2016--2017 CAG Visiting Research Professor: Dr. Karen Madsen, University of Alberta {#s3}
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The CAG would like to express its sincere appreciation to Dr. Madsen for being the 2016--2017 CAG Visiting Research Professor. Dr. Madsen was able to visit 12 centres during her term (Winnipeg, Kingston, Toronto Sick Kids, Montreal, Sherbrooke, Regina, Toronto, London, Vancouver, Hamilton, Lake Louise and Liverpool). This is an extraordinary commitment and accomplishment! Our congratulations and thanks to Dr. Madsen.

CAG VISITING CLINICAL PROFESSORSHIP {#s4}
===================================

The CAG Visiting Clinical Professorship, introduced in 2012, is offered annually to a member of the CAG who is a proven educator and an outstanding clinician with interest in clinical research. The Visiting Clinical Professor will focus his or her visits to that of regional meetings and events instead of academic sites. The recipient of the award is asked to visit at least six centres across Canada from July 1st to June 30th. The CAG supports the cost of the air travel for the Visiting Clinical Professor, while the host sites are responsible for expenses related to local travel, accommodation, meals and any honorarium.

Announcing the 2017--2018 CAG Visiting Clinical Professor: Dr. Donald MacIntosh {#s5}
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Dr. MacIntosh is a professor of medicine at Dalhousie University and, since 2013, a national co-lead for the CAG Skills Enhancement for Endoscopy© (SEE©) program. Dr. MacIntosh graduated from Memorial University of Newfoundland and trained in Internal Medicine at Memorial and Gastroenterology at the University of Ottawa. He later completed an MS in Clinical Epidemiology at Memorial. He has been endoscopy chief for the Capital District Health Authority in Halifax, interim chief of the GI division at Dalhousie University and quality chair of the Nova Scotia Colon Cancer Screening Program. Dr. MacIntosh has had interests in therapeutic endoscopy and the management of inflammatory bowel disease. In the past several years, Dr. MacIntosh has concentrated on endoscopy quality assurance and endoscopy education and skills enhancement.

The following are potential topics of presentation:

-   improving the teaching of endoscopy,

-   colonoscopy performance and quality improvement,

-   colon cancer screening: reducing the likelihood of interval cancer.

Thanks to the 2016--2017 CAG Visiting Clinical Professor: Dr. Remo Panaccione, University of Calgary {#s6}
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The CAG would like to express its sincere appreciation to Dr. Panaccione for being the 2016--2017 CAG Visiting Clinical Professor. Dr. Panaccione was able to visit eight centres during his term (Toronto, Winnipeg, Regina, London, Vancouver, Liverpool, Edmonton and Saskatoon). This is a remarkable commitment and accomplishment. Our congratulations and thanks to Dr. Panaccione.

If you are interested in having Dr. Verdu or Dr. MacIntosh visit your centre during their term, please use the online visit request forms which can be found on the CAG website awards section. Find information regarding the Visiting Research Professorship at <https://www.cag-acg.org/visiting-research-professorship>. Or find information regarding the Visiting Clinical Professorship at <https://www.cag-acg.org/visiting-clinical-professorship>.

Nominations for these awards can be made by any member of the CAG. To nominate a candidate, please complete the online nomination forms on the CAG web pages listed above. A curriculum vitae must be concurrently uploaded with the nomination form for the CAG National Office. CAG Research Affairs will review the nominations for the Visiting Research Professor, and CAG Education Affairs will review the nominations for the Visiting Clinical Professor; each will make recommendations to the CAG Board, who will make the final decision on the recipients. Nominations for these awards must be received *by August 31st each year* for the next academic year.

*The CAG is proud to acknowledge its Benefactor Corporate Sponsors:*

*AbbVie, Janssen, Olympus, Pendopharm, Pentax Medical, Pfizer, Takeda*
